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result of complicity with the plans of the revolutionists.
The Department sees fit to make these denials and makes
them finally."

In the same reply, the Secretary also wrote:
*' The Isthmus was threatened with desolation by another
civil war, nor were the rights and interests of the United
States alone at stake, the interests of the whole civilized
world were involved. The Bepublic of Panama stood for
those interests; the Government of Colombia opposed them.
Compelled to choose between these two alternatives, the
Government of the United States, in no wise responsible
for the situation that had arisen, did not hesitate. It rec-
ognized the independence of the Eepublic of Panama, and
upon its judgment and action in the emergency the Powers
of the world have set the seal of their approval.'9

One especially insidious bit of "evidence" which was cir-
culated industriously for the purpose of showing that Sec-
retary Hay had been a conspirator, was thus disposed of
in a letter from the Secretary to Senator George F. Hoar
on January 11,1904:

*' The President tells me that in a letter to him you refer
to a newspaper publication to the effect that in discussing
the subject of the coming revolution in Panama with a
Mr. Duque, on his informing me that the revolution was to
take place on the 23rd of September, I had said to him that
that was too early, and it ought to be deferred. I now find
the same statement copied from the Evening Post in a
speech by Senator Morgan in the Senate.

"It seems rather humiliating to be obliged to refer to
such, a story, but since you mentioned it to the President
and since it seems to have made some impression upon
your mind, I venture to say to you, confidentially, that I
never saw Mr. Duque but once, that I never saw him alone,
and that nothing in the remotest degree resembling this
printed conversation was ever said by either of us."